
LYDIA - THE BUSINESSWOMAN WHO OPENED HER HOME 

Scripture References: Acts 16:11-15, 40   

The First Convert in Europe   

Lydia's story is short but significant. She's only mentioned in a few verses in Acts 16, but her impact on the 

early church was enormous. Lydia was the first person in Europe to become a Christian.  Think about that. 

Before Lydia, Christianity was a Middle Eastern movement. It was centered in Jerusalem, spreading 

through Judea, Samaria, and parts of Asia Minor. But when Paul crossed over to Macedonia in response to 

his vision, everything changed.   

And the first person to respond to the gospel in that new frontier was a woman - a businesswoman, no 

less.  When Paul and Silas arrived in Philippi, they looked for a place to pray. On the Sabbath, they went 

outside the city gate to a river, where they expected to find a place of prayer.  Why the river? Because 

Philippi apparently didn't have a synagogue. In Jewish tradition, you needed at least ten Jewish men to 

form a synagogue. If there weren't enough men, the Jewish community would meet near a body of water 

for prayer and ritual washings.  At the river, Paul found a group of women gathered, and one of them was 

Lydia.   

"One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She 

was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message." (Acts 16:14)  Three 

important things to note about Lydia:   

1. She was from Thyatira, a city in Asia Minor known for its trade guilds, particularly those dealing in 

purple dye.   

2. She was a dealer in purple cloth, which meant she was wealthy. Purple dye was extremely 

expensive in the ancient world. It came from a rare sea snail, and it took thousands of snails to 

produce just a small amount of dye. Purple clothing was worn by royalty and the super-rich. If Lydia 

was in the purple cloth business, she was successful.   

3. She was a "worshiper of God," which means she was a Gentile who had converted to Judaism (or 

at least adopted Jewish beliefs and practices). She wasn't born into the faith. She chose it.   

When Lydia heard Paul preach about Jesus, "the Lord opened her heart to respond." That phrase is key. 

Lydia didn't come to faith because of her own wisdom or Paul's persuasive arguments. God opened her 

heart. He made her receptive to the truth.  When Lydia believed, she didn't waste any time. She and her 

entire household were baptized immediately.  Lydia didn't stop there. She did something that would 

become a pattern for believers throughout the book of Acts:   

"When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. 'If you consider 

me a believer in the Lord,' she said, 'come and stay at my house.' And she persuaded us." (Acts 16:15)   

Lydia opened her home to Paul and his companions. She didn't just believe the gospel - she lived it out 

immediately by practicing radical hospitality.  This might not seem like a big deal to us, but in the ancient 

world, hospitality was everything. Inviting strangers into your home was risky. It cost money. It required 

effort. And for a single woman to invite men into her home was especially bold.  She didn't hesitate. She 

saw a need, and she met it. Her home became the first house church in Europe.   



After Paul and Silas were released from prison (remember the earthquake ), they went straight to Lydia's 

house:   

"After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia's house, where they met with the brothers 

and sisters and encouraged them. Then they left." (Acts 16:40)   

This suggests that Lydia's home had become the gathering place for the new believers in Philippi. Her 

house was the church, and that church would go on to become one of Paul's most beloved and faithful 

congregations. When Paul later wrote his letter to the Philippians, he thanked them repeatedly for their 

partnership in the gospel and their financial support of his ministry.   

That generosity likely started with Lydia.  She didn't just open her home once. She made it the hub of 

Christian community in Philippi. She used her resources - her wealth, her home, her influence—to further 

the gospel.   

Lydia's story challenges some assumptions we might have about the early church.  First, women played a 

vital role in the spread of Christianity. Lydia wasn't just a passive recipient of the gospel. She was an active 

participant. She hosted the church. She probably funded Paul's ministry. She used her business 

connections to spread the gospel.   

Second, God uses people of all backgrounds. Lydia was a Gentile, a woman, and a   

businessperson.Three groups that were often marginalized in the ancient world. But God chose her to be 

the first believer in Europe and the foundation of the Philippian church.   

Third, wealth isn't inherently evil. Some Christians today are suspicious of wealthy believers, as if having 

money automatically makes you less spiritual.  Lydia shows us that wealth can be a tool for the kingdom - 

if it's used wisely and generously.  Lydia didn't hoard her wealth. She invested it in the gospel. She used 

her resources to bless others and advance the mission of the church.   

In discipleship, one of the most powerful things you can do is open your life to others. Maybe you can't 

offer financial support. Maybe you don't have a big house or extra resources., but you can offer your 

presence. Your story. Your time.   

Lydia's hospitality wasn't just about providing food and shelter. It was about creating a space where people 

could encounter God and grow in their faith.   

You can do the same. Whether it's opening your home for a small group, inviting someone new to church 

for coffee, or simply being present for someone who's struggling, your hospitality matters.   

And who knows? The person you invite today might become the next great leader in the church.   

Discipleship often happens around tables, in living rooms, during conversations over coffee. It's not always 

formal or structured. Sometimes the most powerful ministry is simply opening your life and letting others 

experience Christ through your hospitality and authentic relationship.   



 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS -  LYDIA   
1. Lydia was a "worshiper of God" before she met Paul, which means she was already seeking truth. 

How does a heart that seeks God position us to recognize Him when we encounter the gospel?   

   

2. The Bible says, "the Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message." What does this teach us 

about how people come to faith? What is our role, and what is God's role?   

   

3. Lydia immediately invited Paul and his companions to stay at her house. Why is hospitality such an 

important part of Christian community? How can you practice hospitality, even if you don't have a 

lot of resources?   

   

4. Lydia was a businesswoman who used her wealth and influence for the gospel. How can Christians 

today use their careers, resources, and influence to further God's kingdom?   

   

5. Lydia's home became the first church in Philippi. What does this teach us about the importance of 

opening our homes and our lives to Christian community?   

   

6. DISCIPLESHIP FOCUS: Lydia's hospitality created a space where people could encounter God and 

grow in their faith. In discipleship, community is essential. How can you create or contribute to a 

space where others feel welcomed and safe to grow spiritually?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gracious Father, 

Thank You for Lydia, the businesswoman whose heart You opened to respond to the gospel. Thank You that 
she was the first believer in Europe, a woman of means who immediately used her resources and her home 
for Your kingdom. Thank You for her eagerness—she didn't hesitate to be baptized with her household or 
to insist that Paul's team stay in her home. 

Lord, forgive us when our hearts are closed to Your Word and resistant to Your call. Forgive us when we 
hold our possessions, our homes, and our success tightly rather than holding them with open hands. 
Forgive us when we wait to serve You "someday" instead of responding with Lydia's immediate obedience. 

Give us hearts that are open to Your truth and ready to respond. Help us to see our work, our resources, 
and our influence as gifts from You to be used for Your purposes. Teach us Lydia's generous hospitality—
that our homes and our lives should be open to serve Your people and advance Your gospel. 

Whether we have much or little, help us to steward it faithfully. Show us how to use our businesses, 
careers, and resources to support Your work. May we be known as people whose hearts are open to You 
and whose doors are open to others. 

Make us eager responders like Lydia—quick to believe, quick to obey, and quick to share what we have 
been given. 

In Christ's name, 
Amen. 

 


